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LIGHTING UP MELROSE!

Deny & Sylvia Weintraub, the owners of 7600 Melrose Ave, wanted to
take proactive action to prevent problems at their building that might be
encouraged by the cover of darkness. The entire City has been plagued
by break-ins and trespassers sleeping on private property. At the same
time, diminished LAPD resources and the absence of clear city policy
and enforcement clearly suggested that self protection would provide
the only comfort they might enjoy. So they decided to take matters into
their own hands!

Recently, they hired a contractor to put in bright, white lights on the
front of the building that shine down above the signs on their facade.
The LED lighting continues around to the back of the building and stays
on all night, making it a bright, uncomfortable environment for break-ins
or encampments. They also added decorative blue lighting around the
top of their building to make it “pop out” on the street as shown in the
photo above. The results were immediate. Since installing the lighting,
they've had no trouble with crime or trespassers, their tenants feel much
safer, and their building stands out for customers.

“The reality is that each individual property and business owner needs
to step up and take effective action to protect their properties. Local
government is never going to pay for private property improvements
such as lighting, camera, or alarm systems. Nor can the BID use its funds
for such purposes,” said Sylvia. “We wanted to move quickly. And we
believe that our commercial area should work as a group, in a coordinat-
ed effort, in order to be most effective in making Melrose look great and
feel safe again.”
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LIGHTING UP MELROSE (CONT.)

Other property owners and businesses have also
been taking it upon themselves to add lighting and
other security measures to make their tenants and
customers feel more secure. Daniel Farasat, prop-
erty owner of 7016-7024 Melrose Ave. at the
corner of Melrose and La Brea, has installed bright
lights and cameras around the entire perimeter of
the building.

He also maintains a
fastidously clean
exterior, painting
out graffiti immedi-
ately and making
sure his sidewalks
and parking lot are
spotless. All togeth-
er, the building
feels safe and
secure and as a
result, Daniel
attracts and retains
top quality tenants.

A retail tenant going the extra
mile is Lawson Fenning at
6824 Melrose Ave (on the
corner of N. Orange). Not only
have they installed automated
roll-down doors, but they
placed cameras on all three
sides of their building. They are
well-lit at night and they've-
crafted a thoughtful Emergency
Preparedness Plan in conjunc-
tion with LAPD and BID security
to guide their employees in
case of emergency.

We provide these examples as inspiration for all that can be done to
safeguard your property at an affordable price. In a time when LAPD are
short-staffed and BID security is not 24 hours, it pays to make an invest-
ment that will help safeguard your building and tenants alike.
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