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MELROSE CRIME PREVENTION UPDATE

While recent Citywide crime stats have shown some troubling trends
(last month was the deadliest for Los Angeles in four years), the crime
prevention measures that are being taken on Melrose Avenue are
starting to show improvement. The LAPD is working closely with both
the Melrose Business Improvement Association and Melrose Action
community group to attack crime, both in the business corridor and in
the surrounding neighborhood.

LAPD has provided a steady, visible presence in recent weeks via
mounted units, bike patrols, and police vehicles patrolling the area. In
addition, the installation of dozens of privately funded LPR (License Plate
Reader) Cameras in the area is making a pronounced difference in the
way LAPD is able to solve crimes. They are proving to be essential for
providing law enforcement agencies with critical, indisputable video
footage to investigate crimes and secure arrests.

“By June, we expect to have full coverage of Melrose business corri-
dor,” said Peter Nichols, Melrose Action. “The tactics of the police
department are proving to be very successful thus far, and the system
we're deploying has become an integral part of that success. The
camera network is proving to be very helpful, providing info the LAPD
can use citywide, making more of a material impact in a broader area.”

"Working together has been invaluable,” added Don Duckworth, Execu-
tive Director, Melrose Arts District. “We have been thrilled to see the
impact the camera system has made. And it's all thanks to the communi-
ty, raising funds to make this happen.”

The BID and Melrose Action have also combined their monthly Crime
Prevention Meetings with Melrose Action’s, taking place the first
Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Visit melroseaction.org or melro-
seartsdistrict.com to register.
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FIGHTING ILLEGAL STREET
VENDING

On Thursday, May 12, Greg Martayan, Director of
Public Safety & Special Assignments for Coun-
cilmember Paul Koretz, lead a multi-departmental
enforcement task force on Melrose focused on
illegal street vending with LADOT Traffic Control
Officers, the Bureau of Street Services, and LAPD.
Altogether, the group handed out 60 citations
during the day, making businesses and residents
very happy to have them out.

ORANGE CROSSWALK TO
BREAK GROUND

The BID recently received word that the long-await-
ed crosswalk it applied for in 2018 at Melrose Ave
and N. Orange Dr. has been scheduled for construc-
tion by Council Office and the LA Department of
Transportation. The HAWK-style (High-intensity
Activated crossWalK) crossing, with white continen-
tal crosswalk and pedestrian-activated yellow flash-
ing beacons, will provide business employees and
visitors to the area with a safer way to cross the
street between La Brea and Highland, which has
long stretches with no signals or crosswalks.

The HAWK system is activated when a pedestrian
presses the crossing button, which will activate a

MID-CITY SAFETY THROUGH
GREENWAYS

LADOT and Mid-City West Neighborhood Council
recently presented its “Mid-City Neighborhood
Greenways” project to the MBID Board, seeking
support from property owners. The plan is designed
to increase transportation choices, and to enhance
safety and connectivity for children and neighbors
walking and biking to school and the area, while
reducing speeding on Rosewood, Formosa, &
Orange and discouraging cut-through traffic.
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flashing yellow light warning drivers approaching
the crossing that they must prepare to come to a
stop. After that, a solid yellow light will be
displayed, meaning that drivers must slow down
and come to a stop. When it is safe, the pedestrian
will see the countdown light up - giving them time
to cross the road.
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Funded through the Metro Call for Projects Grant
Program in 2015, the Greenways project will head
east to west along Rosewood Ave from La Brea to
La Cienega, and then north to south from Holly-
wood Blvd, down Formosa to Willoughby, west to
La Brea and south to 3rd. It will include neighbor-
hood traffic circles, curb extensions, continental
crosswalks, traffic diverters, bike signal detectors
and bicycle-friendly traffic signs.

Councilman Paul Koretz's office, LA DOT and
Mid-City West are finalizing plans now and expect
to begin construction early next year.
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