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NEW CROSSWALK INSTALLED ON MELROSE

On Thursday, July 7th, city officials gathered with members of the
Melrose Business Improvement Association to celebrate the installation
of a new HAWK:-style crosswalk at Melrose Ave and N. Orange Drive.

The 5-block stretch of Melrose between La Brea and Highland had only
one signal at N. Mansfield, leaving pedestrians scrambling to cross the
street against traffic, or having to walk many blocks to safely traverse the
busy intersections. The Melrose BID heard the complaints of neighbors
and business owners and applied for the crosswalk several years ago.

The city worked in partnership with the Melrose BID to fund and install
the High-Intensity Activated crossWalK beacon (HAWK) which is a
special traffic control device used to stop road traffic and allow pedestri-
ans to cross safely upon pressing the button. The purpose of a HAWK
beacon is to allow protected pedestrian crossings, stopping vehicular
traffic only as needed.

HAWK crossing systems have proven to be effective for motorists, safer
for pedestrians and more energy efficient than traditional signal systems
as the vehicle signal heads go dark when the system is not in use.

Pictured in the photo above are many of the individuals who helped to
make the crosswalk a reality. From L to R: LADOT traffic engineers Tim
Fremaux, Rudy Guevara, Eliana Goehring; Melrose property owner &
BID Board member, Daniel Farasat; CD5 Councilman Paul Koretz;
Melrose BID Executive Director, Don Duckworth; district engineer
Keyvan Shahrouz; and LA DOT installation staff.
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MEETING ON CRIME WITH
CHIEF MICHAEL MOORE

Melrose Action, the Melrose BID and concerned
neighbors gathered for a special virtual town hall
meeting on crime with Los Angeles Police Chief
Michel Moore on Thursday, June 29, 2022. Also in
attendance were members of the LAPD Wilshire
Division/West Bureau including Deputy Chief Blake
Chow, Commander Jonathan Pinto and Senior Lead
Officer De'Antraye Dantzler, among others.

During the meeting, Chief Moore reviewed recent
crime statistics, pointing out that the number of
reported incidents had dipped in recent weeks. He
attributed that in large part to the deployment of
additional foot and bike patrols on the street. He
stressed that Melrose is an important asset to the
city of Los Angeles and provided assurance that
resources would continue being devoted to the
area in the interest of maintaining safety.

Crime in the city is always a fluid situation, so the
officers made sure to point out that things could
change quickly, especially in the hot summer
months when the weather is warm and tempers are
short. They reiterated the need to adhere to the
“Lock it. Hide it. Keep it” program, encouraging
visitors and employees to be proactive in locking
their vehicles and hiding their valuables in order to
safeguard their property. They also emphasized the
need to be vigilant when walking in the area and not
flash expensive jewelry or purchases.

If you are a victim of a crime, or witness a crime
occurring, please make a report by calling
1-877-ASK-LAPD or (1-877-275-5273). LAPD will
only continue to receive financial support for
special Melrose patrols if the statistics justify the
expenditure, so reports are essential.
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