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BID INFO

Board of Directors:

Denis Weintraub, President
Sylvia Weintraub, Secretary
Julian Chicha, Treasurer
Pierson Blaetz, Board Member
Warren Blum, Board Member
Isack Fadlon, Board Member
Daniel Farasat, Board Member
David Hay, Board Member

Staff:
Executive Director: Donald Duckworth
Marketing Director: Kim Sudhalter

Cleaning: Streetscape Services
Safety: Critical Solutions (CSPSG)

Meetings:

BID Board Meetings: 2nd Friday of
the month, 10am. Crime Prevention:
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Check BID website for Zoom links.

Resources:
LAPD: De’Antraye Dantzler,
(213) 793-0708, 40675@lapd.online

BID Security Ambassador:
Please call (213) 423-8108 or email
MelroseBIDAmbassador@gmail.com

Graffiti Removal/Sidewalk Cleaning:
Contact Don Duckworth,
duckworth.donald@gmail.com

Website & Social Media:
www.melroseartsdistrict.com
FB: melroseartsdistrict

IG: melroseartsdistrict

TW: melroseartsdist

CRIME CONTROL EFFORTS PAYING OFF

Over the last few years, Melrose businesses and residents have experi-
enced a serious crime problem which prompted the Melrose Business
Improvement District (MBID) Board of Directors to take immediate,
concrete actions to control the problem. Following are steps that have
been undertaken to bring crime levels down:

e MBID and local residents, acting through Melrose Action, co-spon-
sored monthly “crime control” meetings to coordinate community
efforts and work more closely with LAPD.

* Melrose Action led a community fund-raising drive to install a
network of license plate reading cameras (LPRS) That is currently
deployed throughout the area. MBID contributed to this effort as did
the developer of Television City.

* Melrose BID has deployed a team of Security Ambassadors on
staggered schedules designed to reduce crime and promote a
feeling of comfort for shoppers, business employees, and others.
The Security Ambassador team has also met with various businesses
and provided professional consulting about their individual business
protection strategies.

* Melrose BID’s Streetscape maintenance team aggressively removes
debris and other “broken window"” indicators of a troubled area on
an ongoing basis.

e The MBID has worked hand-in-hand with the neighborhood prosecu-
tor to go after problem businesses that are holding illegal events or
creating nuisance situations.

e Empty properties are often targets for vandals, taggers, squatters
and arsonists. MBID has reached out to the owners of buildings that
are between tenants to help secure the properties and keep neigh-
boring businesses safe from harm.

Positive results are beginning to emerge. Residents and LAPD are
reporting statistical crime reductions. LAPD Sr. Lead Officer, De'Antrye
Dantzler said in a recent meeting that from April, 2022-2023, his Melrose
patrol district experienced the “biggest reduction in crime in the entire
Wilshire Division. Part | major crimes, are down 12.9% and robberies are
down 45.2%."” SLO Dantzler credits the presence of LPRS with helping to
solve a number of crimes and notes that the existence of the cameras is
becoming well known, which is deterring others. (cont. back)
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“Communities have proven time and time again that
when they work together to prevent crime, they
become a force to be reckoned with,” said Don
Duckworth, Executive Director, MBID. “By banding
together and looking out for one another, we send a
powerful message to would-be criminals: this is not a
place where you can get away with breaking the law.”

The Melrose Arts District hosted a vibrant Neigh-
borhood Mixer on Sunday, May 7, at the intersec-
tion of N. Gardner Street and Melrose Avenue. This
exciting event brought together dozens of neigh-
bors, along with esteemed guests including mem-
bers of the Melrose Arts District BID Board, State
and City officials, and LAPD officers. The atmo-
sphere was buzzing with community spirit as people
mingled, connected, and celebrated the thriving
arts and culture scene in the neighborhood.

The Neighborhood Mixer was a treat for the senses,
with delectable food offerings from local favorites.
Attendees had the opportunity to savor culinary
delights from Rocketship Coffee, known for their

meticulously brewed coffee and delectable pastries;
NoMoo, a plant-based eatery, delighted taste buds
with their innovative and delicious vegan creations;
and Spartina, a renowned ltalian restaurant, who
added a touch of Mediterranean flavor to the event
with their mouthwatering dishes. To cool things
down, Happy Ice offered a refreshing selection of
artisanal, all-natural shaved ice treats that were a hit
on the sunny morning.

With fantastic food, lively conversations, and a
shared sense of community, the Neighgorhood
Mixer was an event that brought neighbors closer
together while showcasing the vibrant spirit of the
Melrose Arts District.

L to R: BID Executive Director, Don Duckworth;
business owner, Austin Melrose; Assemblymember
Rick Chavez Zbur; property owner, Isack Fadlon

L to R: Isack Fadlon; BID Marketing Director, Kim
Sudhalter; BID Board President, Deny Weintraub;
property owner, Warren Blum; and Don Duckworth
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