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CRIME STATS SIGNAL IMPROVEMENT

Recently released crime statistics paint a picture of steady
improvements on Melrose Avenue. Following the tumultuous events
of 2020 (Covid, civil unrest, fires and vandalism), the Business
Improvement District experienced an uptick in crime that created a
hard-to-shake negative perception of the street. But Melrose is
witnessing a turnaround, thanks to the concerted efforts of the BID,
neighborhood community groups such as Melrose Action and the
LAPD, working together.

Residents and business owners alike can find solace in the tangible
decline of crime, a testament to the resilience of the neighborhood.
Despite lingering perceptions to the contrary, colored by the
challenges of recent years, the reality on the ground tells a different
story—one of progress and renewal and community safety.

Starting in 2022, Melrose Avenue found itself grappling with a
reputation for danger, a stark departure from its former allure as a hub
of activity and creativity. However, recently, change has begun to
sweep through the thoroughfare, heralding a shift towards safety and
security.

Key to this transformation has been the implementation of strategic
measures aimed at bolstering law enforcement presence and
enhancing surveillance. Increased police patrols, coupled with the
installation of License Plate Recognition (LPR) cameras and stepped-up
efforts by the BID’s patrols, have served as a formidable deterrent to
criminal activity.

The impact of these initiatives is reflected in the statistics, painting a
promising portrait of progress. Homicides plummeted to zero in 2023,
marking a significant milestone in the journey towards safety. This
dramatic turnaround underscores the effectiveness of targeted
interventions in curbing the most severe forms of crime.

(continued on back page)
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SPEAKERS AT
THE EVENT

Cycl Avia on Melrose
brought together
dignitaries from state
and local government,
business and the
non-profit sector.

STORM
MITIGATIONS

Following the
rainstorms last
summer, CD5’s office
reviewed a number of
mitigation options and
received a formal
commitment from the
Sanitation Department
to the Melrose corridor
to the following
mitigation measures
which are now
implemented as part of
storm protocols:

¢ Quarterly cleaning
of catch basins
Pre-storm
inspection of catch
basins, plus

¢ cleaning if neces-
sary

* Periodic inspection
during the storm,
approximately once
per hour or two

e |fflooding

* conditions are
identified, crews
mitigate flooding
by identifying and
removing any
clogs; using pump
trucks to remove
excess water;
installing sandbags
at property lines
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CYCLAVIA ON MELROSE

On Sunday, February 25th, Melrose
Avenue in Los Angeles witnessed an
extraordinary celebration of community,
culture, and creativity as CyclLAvia
celebrated its 50th anniversary. From the
bustling intersection of Fairfax to the
vibrant stretch of Vermont, the 4-mile

Visitors lined up to watch the dancers at Playground LA, while the Fairfax High dance troupe performed on stage.

route along Melrose became a play-
ground for thousands of enthusiastic
participants, whether on bicycles, skates,
or simply on foot.

The decision to host CyclLAvia on Melrose
Avenue was the result of many years of
outreach by the Melrose BID to host an
event in the Melrose Arts District. It
proved to be the perfect marriage
between an iconic event and one of Los
Angeles' most legendary streets.

The event opened with a press confer-
ence on the main stage at Fairfax Avenue.
Featured speakers included Assembly-
member Rick Chavez Zbur, Councilmem-
ber Katy Yaroslavsky, CD5,

Councilmember Hugo Soto Martinez,
CD13, Nick Melvoin, Board Member
LAUSD, Clare Eberle, LADOT - Director of
Strategic Engagement, Patricia Perez,
AARP CA Executive Council & State Presi-
dent Emeritus, Romel Pascual, CicLAvia
and our own Don Duckworth, Executive
Director of the Melrose BID.

The main stage served as a focal point for
revelers throughout the day, where music
curated by the Melrose Trading Post reso-
nated through the streets, providing the
perfect soundtrack for the day's festivities.
The beats drew people together, igniting
a sense of camaraderie that transcended
age, background, and culture.

As participants traversed the route, they
were not only treated to the joy of move-
ment but also to the rich tapestry of Mel-
rose's mom and pop businesses. Special
offers and promotions awaited at every
turn, inviting exploration and fostering a
deeper connection between locals and
the vibrant business corridor. (cont.)




THE STREETS
WERE FILLED

Friends and neighbors
of all ages came to
Melrose from all over
L.A. to enjoy the day,
riding bikes,
skateboards, pedi-cabs
and walking.

A FUN DAY FOR ALL

The event breathed new life into Melrose
Avenue, drawing back foot traffic and
reintroducing Angelenos to the magic of
this iconic street. For some, it was a
nostalgic return to familiar haunts, while
for others, it was a thrilling discovery of
hidden gems and newfound favorites.

Cyclists and pedestrians alike explored Melrose.

"I thought the enthusiasm was amazing,”
said Deny Weintraub, President, Melrose
Business Improvement Association. “We
brought in so many people who hadn't
been to Melrose for years. The smiles and
enthusiasm on people’s faces was won-
derful to see. We didn’t talk to one busi-
ness owner who wasn't excited. Honestly,
it was such a high seeing people going
into the stores and restaurants and enjoy-
ing all that Melrose has to offer. A giant
thanks to the CyclAvia team!”

Amidst the bustle of activity, the Melrose
Arts District stood as a testament to the
area's rich creative spirit. Unique artwork
adormed walls and storefronts, inviting
admiration and sparking conversation.

From colorfully-painted street furniture to
thought-provoking murals, the art spoke
volumes, telling the stories of the commu-
nity and the city at large.

Families laughed and played, friends
bonded over shared experiences,

|
CICLAVIA

Councilwoman Katy Yaroslavsky met with constituents.

and strangers became neighbors, united
by a shared sense of celebration and
exploration. CycLAvia on Melrose Avenue
was more than just an event; it was a
testament to the power of community,
culture, and connection.

As the afternoon came to a close and the
crowds dispersed, Melrose Avenue
returned to its everyday rhythm, but the
echoes of Cycl Avia lingered on, a
reminder of what is possible when a
community comes together to celebrate
its collective spirit. And as this historic
50th event concluded, there was no doubt
that the magic of CyclAvia on Melrose
would be cherished for years to come.
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CAMERAS MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

High-quality surveillance
footage recently aided
LAPD in making an
arrest related to arson.
Property owner David
Hay's video evidence,
forwarded by LAPD SLO
De'Antraye Dantzler to
LAFD Arson, led to the
apprehension of a
suspect behind a Mel-
rose commercial build-
ing. The suspect
remains in custody as of
now.

This case highlights the
importance of having
reliable surveillance
cameras on properties
and collaborating
effectively with law
enforcement. Providing
law enforcement with
clear, quality informa-
tion, as demonstrated in
this instance, can yield
positive outcomes. It
underscores the value of
community involvement
and proactive measures
in aiding law enforce-
ment efforts to ensure
public safety.
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CRIME DOWN (cont.)

Similarly, incidents of robbery withessed a notable
decline, with a 37% reduction recorded in 2023
compared to the figures from 2021. The
community's efforts to fortify security measures
have seemingly paid dividends, instilling a new-
found sense of confidence among residents and
businesses alike.

While certain categories, such as aggravated
assaults and burglaries, experienced fluctuations,
the overall trajectory is one of improvement.
Despite a 25% increase in aggravated assaults and
a 41% increase in burglaries from 2021 to 2023, the
incremental gains in other areas contribute to an
overarching narrative of progress.

Grand Theft Auto saw a 7% reduction, indicative of
the efficacy of targeted enforcement strategies in

TIPS FOR REDUCING THEFT FROM CARS

* Take your vehicle's key; do not leave it in or on
your vehicle.

¢ Close and lock all windows and doors when you
park.

e Park in well-lit areas if possible.

* Never leave valuables in your vehicle, especially
if they can be seen from outside the vehicle.

combating vehicular crime. Similarly, thefts from
motor vehicles and general thefts witnessed
marginal reductions, underscoring the holistic
approach adopted in tackling various facets of
criminal activity.

The statistics speak volumes, offering a glimmer of
hope. While challenges persist, the steady decline
in crime serves as a beacon of optimism, a
testament to the resilience and resolve of a
community determined to reclaim its vibrancy.

As perceptions slowly align with the tangible
improvements on the ground, Melrose Avenue
stands poised on the precipice of a brighter
future—one defined not by its past struggles, but
by the promise of renewal and revitalization.

Part | Crimes have reduced from 2021 vs. 2023 by the following:

e Homicide "0" in 2023 vs "3" in 2021+100% Reduction

* Rapes "8"in 2023 vs "9" in 2021 +11% Reduction

* Robbery "47" in 2023 vs "75" in 2021 +37% Reduction

* Aggravated assaults' "71" in 2023 vs "57" in 2021 - 25% Increase

* Burglaries "137" in 2023 vs "97" in 2021 - 41% Increase

e Grand Theft Auto"69" in 2023 vs "74" in 2021 +7% Reduction

* Burglaries/Thefts from Motor Vehicles "173" in 2023 vs "174" in 2021 +1% Reduction
* Theft"171" in 2023 vs "176" in 2021 -3% Reduction

TOTAL: Part 1 Crimes: "676" in 2023 vs "665" in 2021= 2% Increase in total Part 1 Crimes
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