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BID INFO

Board of Directors:

Daniel Farasat, President
Sylvia Weintraub, Secretary
Julian Chicha, Treasurer
Pierson Blaetz, Board Member
Warren Blum, Board Member
Isack Fadlon, Board Member
David Hay, Board Member

Staff:

Executive Director: Donald Duckworth
Marketing Director: Kim Sudhalter
Cleaning: Streetscape Services

Safety: Critical Solutions (CSPSG)

Meetings:

BID Board Meetings: 2nd Friday of
the month, 10am. Crime Prevention:
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Check BID website for Zoom links.

Resources:
LAPD: De'Antraye Dantzler,
(213) 793-0708, 40675@lapd.online

BID Security Ambassador:
Please call (213) 423-8108 or email
MelroseBIDAmbassador@gmail.com

Graffiti Removal/Sidewalk Cleaning:
Contact Don Duckworth,
duckworth.donald@gmail.com

Website & Social Media:
www.melroseartsdistrict.com
FB: melroseartsdistrict

IG: melroseartsdistrict

TW: melroseartsdist

Q3 CRIME STATS FOR MELROSE AREA

In the overall Melrose area, crime statistics for the current year reveal
some noteworthy trends. Most prominently, the area has experienced a
10% decrease in total violent crimes, suggesting an overall improvement
in community safety. Homicides remain at zero, a commendable statistic
that highlights effective law enforcement and community vigilance.
However, there has been a noticeable increase in certain types of crimes.

Robberies have increased by 28%, with a significant portion attributed to
recent robberies and the targeting of Uber and Lyft drivers. This rise
points to evolving criminal tactics and the need for specific strategies to
protect gig economy workers. Rapes have risen to seven incidents this
year, indicating a need for increased awareness and preventive measures
in this sector. On a positive note, aggravated assaults have decreased by
34%, contributing significantly to the overall reduction in violent crimes.

In terms of property crimes, there is a mixed bag of statistics. While total
property crimes have decreased by 4%, specific categories such as
burglary and grand theft auto have seen slight increases of 5% and 4%,
respectively. The 18% decrease in burglary theft from motor vehicles is a
positive development, suggesting successful preventive measures in this
area. These mixed trends indicate that while overall crime rates are
falling, certain types of crimes require focused attention to maintain and
enhance community safety in Melrose.

Melrose BID and its community partner Melrose Action have strength-
ened resistance to crime in the neighborhood and business district.
MBID fields a Security Ambassador along Melrose for eight (8) hours
every day. It has also supported Melrose Action’s on-going License Plate
Reading Camera system, which has significantly assisted in local crime
control and apprehension.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Poinsettia Park buzzed with excitement during the National Night Out
event on August 6th, where neighbors and the LAPD gathered for an
evening of food, music, and community bonding. The atmosphere
was lively, with area businesses providing a exciting array of samples
and goodies that attendees eagerly enjoyed. Families with kids and
dogs strolled through the park, adding to the inclusive and energetic
ambiance. (cont. back)
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COMMEMORATING DENY WEINTRAUB

With heavy hearts, we mourn the passing of Deny
Weintraub on Sunday, July 7, 2024. A long-time
Melrose property owner and President of the Busi-
ness Improvement District (BID) Board, Deny helped
found the BID in 2010 and led it with wisdom and
kindness since January 2013.

Deny was an orthodontist and pediatric dentist with
a thriving practice on W. 3rd Street for many
decades. He specialized in operating on children
with cleft palates, often providing his services pro
bono in underprivileged countries. A 1964 graduate
of Alexander Hamilton High School, he attended
Loyola University Dental School in Chicago and
furthered his studies in orthodontics and pediatric
dentistry at Tufts University in Boston.

Married for 42 years to his beloved wife, Sylvia (née
Feiner), Deny headed the dental program at Cedars
Sinai for over 35 years, rejuvenating the program
and establishing one of the most sought-after
hospital dental residency programs in the country.
He assembled a dedicated staff of elite dental
practitioners in Los Angeles.

Deny's contributions to his
community, both locally and
globally, have left an indelible
mark. He will be deeply
missed by all who knew him.

|

DANIEL FARASAT NAMED PRESIDENT

With the recent passing of Melrose BID Board Presi-
dent, Deny Weintraub, the Board of Directors voted
unanimously at its August 2 meeting to appoint

Board Member, Daniel Farasat, as its new President.

Daniel Farasat, a lifelong Angeleno, is an entrepre-
neur with a primary focus on real estate development
and a variety of ventures across Los Angeles. Since
founding Tiger West Capital in 2004, he has success-
fully transformed the firm from a real estate services
company into a dynamic owner and operator of
commercial properties.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT (cont.)

Council District 5 Councilwoman Katy Yaroslavsky
delivered a heartfelt speech that resonated with the
community. Her office commemorated Deny Wein-
traub, the founder and President of the Melrose
Business Improvement District (BID), who had recent-
ly passed away. A proclamation was presented by
Field Deputy Thao Tran to Melrose BID Executive
Director Don Duckworth, honoring Weintraub’s
contributions and legacy.
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In addition to his real estate endeavors, Daniel is
actively involved in the restaurant industry and other
business ventures. He also engages in local and
foreign policy initiatives. He resides in LA with his
wife, Hila, and their three young children.

We're excited to
collaborate with the
newly elected Board
President Daniel Farasat
as we chart a fresh
course for the Melrose
BID Board.

The LAPD's presence was warmly welcomed as
officers mingled with the crowd, engaging in friendly
conversations and strengthening community ties. The
event showcased the neighborhood’s vibrant busi-
ness scene and the collective effort to create a safe
and welcoming environment for all. By the end of the
night, it was clear that the bonds forged during this
memorable evening would continue to strengthen
the community long after the evening had faded.
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