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BID INFO

Board of Directors:

Daniel Farasat, President
Sylvia Weintraub, Secretary
Julian Chicha, Treasurer
Pierson Blaetz, Board Member
Warren Blum, Board Member
Isack Fadlon, Board Member
David Hay, Board Member

Staff:

Executive Director: Donald Duckworth
Marketing Director: Kim Sudhalter
Cleaning: Streetscape Services

Safety: Critical Solutions (CSPSG)

Meetings:

BID Board Meetings: 2nd Friday of
the month, 10am. Crime Prevention:
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Check BID website for Zoom links.

Resources:
LAPD: De'Antraye Dantzler,
(213) 793-0708, 40675@lapd.online

BID Security Ambassador:
Please call (213) 423-8108 or email
MelroseBIDAmbassador@gmail.com

Graffiti Removal/Sidewalk Cleaning:
Contact Don Duckworth,
duckworth.donald@gmail.com

Website & Social Media:
www.melroseartsdistrict.com
FB: melroseartsdistrict

IG: melroseartsdistrict

TW: melroseartsdist
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NEIGHBORHOOD

COUNCILS

ELECTIONS ——

LOS ANGELES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS

Los Angeles is a city of diverse communities, each with its own unique
character, challenges, and needs. To ensure that local voices are heard,
LA's voters approved a system of Neighborhood Councils (NCs) in 1999.
These councils serve as the grassroots level of city government, allowing
residents, business owners, and community stakeholders to have a direct
say in local policies and initiatives.

What Are Neighborhood Councils?

LA is home to 99 Neighborhood Councils, each designed to represent
the people who live, work, or own property in a given area. Unlike city
officials, NC members are volunteers, not politicians. Their goal is to
advocate for their communities on important issues such as land use,
public safety, homelessness, transportation, and sustainability.

Each NC has its own structure and committees that meet monthly to
discuss and act on community concerns. You don't need to be an elected
board member to participate—joining a committee is a great way to get
involved without the full commitment of holding office.

Why Are They Important?

Neighborhood Councils provide a direct line to City Hall, influencing
decisions on local development, public services, and funding priorities.
They also serve as a hub for community engagement, organizing events,
advocating for public improvements, and ensuring that residents’
concerns are addressed.

Why It Matters for Melrose

The Melrose Arts District is one of LA's most iconic districts, known for its
unique mix of retail, dining, and entertainment. But like many urban
neighborhoods, it faces serious challenges. Crime and safety concerns,
retail closures, homelessness, a lack of green space, and insufficient
bicycle and pedestrian access are all pressing issues. The future of Mel-
rose depends on community-driven solutions, and the Neighborhood
Council is where many of those solutions start. From advocating for better
security and street improvements to supporting small businesses and
green initiatives, your involvement can shape the direction of this beloved
district. (Cont. back)
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NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS

How Can You Get Involved?

There are multiple ways to make an impact:

* Become a candidate - If you're passionate
about your community, you can run for a seat on
your local NC.

e \ote - Even if you're not running, voting in
Neighborhood Council elections is one of the
easiest ways to influence decisions that affect
your daily life.

e Join a committee — If you want to focus on
specific issues like public safety, homelessness,
or sustainability, you can join an NC committee.
Committee members don't have to be board
members, making this a flexible way to get
involved.

Upcoming Election - Why Your Vote Matters

For residents of the Melrose Arts District (Region 5)
and surrounding areas, Election Day is Tuesday,
April 15. Neighborhood Councils only work when
people participate, and voter turnout helps deter-
mine who will represent your community on key
issues.

Key Election Dates:

* March 11: Candidate photo/statement deadline
& ballot mailing period begins

March 21: Ballot development deadline

April 7: Vote-by-mail application period ends
April 8: Mail ballot/resend deadline

April 15: Election Day

The power to shape your neighborhood is in your
hands. Whether it's advocating for safer streets,
better public spaces, or policies that impact your
quality of life, your vote in the Neighborhood
Council election is a step toward real change.

Don't miss the opportunity to make your voice
heard—get involved, vote, and help shape the
future of your community!

For more information, please visit
http://bit.ly/4klIC9s1
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MID CITY WEST

The Melrose Arts District is represented by
the Mid City West Neighborhood Council
(MCWNC) which has undertaken various
initiatives to enhance the community
including:

e Homelessness Outreach: In 2023,
MCWNC organized the annual Home-
less Count, engaging volunteers to
assess and address homelessness in the
area.

e Community Cleanups: In April 2024, the
council collaborated on "Operation
Sparkle," a cleanup event along Wilshire
Boulevard, resulting in the removal of
hundreds of pounds of trash.

* Neighborhood Purpose Grants:
MCWNC offers grants of up to $2,500 to
local nonprofits and public schools for
projects like community gardens and
beautification efforts.

e Support for Development Projects:
The council's Planning and Land Use
Committee endorsed the TVC 2050
project, aiming to expand facilities at the
Television City campus to boost local
economic development.

* Public Forums: MCWNC has organized
candidate forums, such as the virtual
event for City Council District 5 in March
2022, to engage residents in local
governance.
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