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KEEPING MELROSE CLEAN WITH ATHENS SERVICES 

With citywide trash collection rates expected to rise, the Melrose Business 
Improvement District (MBID) is proactively working with Athens Services 
to keep the area clean, reduce illegal dumping, and support businesses 
with waste and recycling solutions.

“We know that when rates increase, illegal dumping often increases too,” 
says Ashley Lozada, Governmental Affairs Manager for Athens Services. 
“That’s why we’re eager to partner with the MBID to stay ahead of the 
issue and support the community however we can.”

Athens recently had a similar project with the Venice BID, focused on 
educating businesses about the services available to them. Though 
results aren't in yet, Lozada believes Melrose could benefit from a parallel 
approach.

Free Bin Swaps: A Quick Neighborhood Upgrade
Did you know? Every business in the MBID area is entitled to up to three 
free bin replacements or graffiti removals per year. “If bins are tagged, 
damaged, or just old and dirty, we’ll come out and replace or repair them 
at no cost—up to three times annually,” says Lozada. Additional cleanings 
are available for a fee.

To schedule a bin swap, businesses must call in each time a replacement 
is needed.

Tackling Illegal Dumping
Illegal dumping remains a persistent issue throughout the district, 
particularly behind businesses and in alleys. Lozada recommends adding 
lock bars to bins and, where possible, moving them to gated or enclosed 
areas to discourage misuse. Athens is happy to assess and advise on what 
might work best at each location.

MBID Executive Director Don Duckworth adds, “We encourage every 
property and business owner to have a locking bin to cut down on 
scavenging. We know it makes throwing out trash more time-consuming, 
but it really helps to keep the area clean.” (more)

ATHENS SERVICES INFO
Service Frequency & Flexibility
Trash pickup frequency varies by account, but 
Athens provides at least weekly service for every 
customer. Extra pickups—such as during holidays or 
special events—are available upon request for an 
additional fee.

Recycling Coordinator
Each area served by Athens has a dedicated 
Recycling Coordinator who helps ensure businesses 
stay informed, compliant, and connected to the 
right services by providing on-site waste 
assessments, recycling guidance, and signage 
support.

“We have flyers, signage, and materials to help 
businesses reduce contamination and improve 
recycling compliance,” says Lozada. “We also offer 
free trainings and materials in English, Spanish, and 
Korean to support the diverse communities we 
serve.”

New Business? Let Athens Know Early
When a new tenant or business owner moves in, 
Athens sends a Recycling Coordinator to evaluate 
waste needs and provide a Welcome Packet about 
recycLA programs. Businesses can help streamline 
this by notifying Athens when changes occur and 
scheduling their assessments early.

A Cleaner District Starts with All of Us
Whether you're a small boutique, a café, or a 
property manager overseeing multiple tenants, 
taking small steps—like scheduling regular bin 
swaps or securing lids—can make a big difference. 
Athens and MBID are here to help, but lasting 
change comes from consistent efforts across the 
entire community. 

As Lozada notes, “It’s about supporting our local 
businesses and making Melrose a cleaner, more 
vibrant place for everyone.”

Need Help with Your Waste or Recycling?

Athens Services contact:

Ashley Lozada
Government Affairs Manager
ALozada@athensservices.com

RecycLA Customer Service:
800-773-2489

Schedule a waste assessment
Get free signage & training
Request graffiti removal or a bin swap
Learn how to reduce contamination
   penalties

You’re entitled to 3 free bin graffiti 
removals or replacements per year—use 
them to keep your business looking sharp!

BID INFO 

Board of Directors:
Daniel Farasat, President
Sylvia Weintraub, Secretary
Julian Chicha, Treasurer
Pierson Blaetz, Board Member
Warren Blum, Board Member
Isack Fadlon, Board Member
David Hay, Board Member

Staff:
Executive Director: Donald Duckworth
Marketing Director: Kim Sudhalter
Cleaning: Streetscape Services
Safety: Critical Solutions (CSPSG)

Meetings:
BID Board Meetings: 2nd Friday of 
the month, 10am. Crime Prevention: 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm. 
Check BID website for Zoom links.

Resources:
LAPD: De’Antraye Dantzler, 
(213) 793-0708, 40675@lapd.online

BID Security Ambassador:
Please call (213) 423-8108 or email
MelroseBIDAmbassador@gmail.com

Graffiti Removal/Sidewalk Cleaning:
Contact Don Duckworth, 
duckworth.donald@gmail.com

Website & Social Media:
www.melroseartsdistrict.com
FB: melroseartsdistrict
IG: melroseartsdistrict
TW: melroseartsdist
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