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BID INFO

Board of Directors:

Daniel Farasat, President
Sylvia Weintraub, Secretary
Julian Chicha, Treasurer
Pierson Blaetz, Board Member
Warren Blum, Board Member
Isack Fadlon, Board Member
David Hay, Board Member

Staff:

Executive Director: Donald Duckworth
Marketing Director: Kim Sudhalter
Cleaning: Streetscape Services

Safety: Critical Solutions (CSPSG)

Meetings:

BID Board Meetings: 2nd Friday of
the month, 10am. Crime Prevention:
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm.
Check BID website for Zoom links.

Resources:
LAPD: Taoufik Nkila, (213) 793-0708,
41123@lapd.online

BID Security Ambassador:
Please call (213) 423-8108 or email
MelroseBIDAmbassador@gmail.com

Graffiti Removal/Sidewalk Cleaning:
Contact Don Duckworth,
duckworth.donald@gmail.com

Website & Social Media:
www.melroseartsdistrict.com
FB: melroseartsdistrict

IG: melroseartsdistrict

TW: melroseartsdist
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MEET OUR NEW SLO: TAOUFIK NKILA

The Melrose Business Improvement District is pleased to welcome LAPD
Senior Lead Officer Taoufik Nkila, who joins us from Police Chief Jim
McDonald's Office. With more than 12 years on the force and a career
that has taken him across a wide range of assignments, Officer Nkila
brings both experience and enthusiasm to his new role coordinating
public safety efforts in our district.

Before arriving in Wilshire Division, Officer Nkila worked in the Chief’s
Office, where much of his time was spent on community relations and
outreach. “We worked closely with the Jewish and Muslim communities,
as well as nonprofits across the City,” he explained. "Each officer in our
unit focused on a different community, and we served as a bridge
between the Chief and influential community members. It gave me the
chance to learn how to listen, gather information, and build strong
partnerships.”

That spirit of collaboration is something he’s eager to continue on Mel-
rose. “The Melrose community is very engaged, very proactive,” he said.
“That's something | really look forward to: working together on the issues.
Collaboration is key. | did a walk on Melrose recently, and | felt so much
positive energy from the community. Yes, there are challenges, but
challenges come with solutions. In Los Angeles, issues come in cycles, in
waves; but working together, we can handle them.”

One of his first priorities is connecting with residents and business
owners. “Right now, I'm tapping into the knowledge of Senior Lead
Officer Dantzler, who's been here awhile and seen the community through
all kinds of situations,” Officer Nkila shared. “My priority is to get to know
people, sit down and listen, and understand what the community is
asking for. From there, we'll start addressing issues one by one. If
resources from outside the area are needed, we'll try to facilitate that. For
me, it's about building rapport, and then taking off from there.”

He also emphasizes the importance of open communication with local
businesses, especially around concerns like theft and graffiti. “At the
Chief's Office, | often set up business meetings to keep owners informed
and hear their perspectives,” he noted. “"When we have meetings, (cont.)
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MEET SLO NKILA (cont)

it's important to go in with an open mind and a
strategy to execute. That's the approach I'd like to
continue here.”

As he settles into his new role, Officer Nkila wants
the community to know that he will be highly visible
and accessible. “I'll be out there, meeting and
greeting people, introducing myself, and showing
that there's a police presence,” he said. “It's import-
ant for the community to see that officers care
about them and for the police to see that the
community cares back. When we're working closely
together, it makes it harder for the bad actors to be
successful.”

Looking ahead, Officer Nkila is optimistic about
what's possible for Melrose. “I'm a very passionate
person, and | take pride in what | do,” he said. “This
community cares about their area and about the
police, and that positive energy goes a long way.
For me, it's about staying humble, working hard,
and being kind. That's who [ am.”

Officer Nkila looks forward to meeting business
owners and residents in the weeks ahead. Keep an
eye out for him on Melrose and don't hesitate to
introduce yourself and share your perspective.
Together, we can continue to strengthen the safety
and vitality of our district.

He can be reached at the same number previously
used by SLO Dantzler: 213.793.0708 and his email
is 41123@lapd.online.

IDNews

Annual MBID Community Meeting -
December 5

The Melrose Business Improvement District
invites you to our Annual Open Meeting with
the community on Friday, December 5 at
10am at the Greenway Court Theatre

(544 N. Fairfax Ave). This open meeting
provides an opportunity for the broader
community to come together, hear updates,
and connect directly with local leaders.

Our new Senior Lead Officer, Taoufik Nkila, will
be introduced and will share his vision for
working with residents and businesses to keep
Melrose safe. We have invited the Wilshire
Division Commanding Officers as well.

Other LAPD officials will join us to discuss
Holiday safety tips and strategies for crime
prevention. The meeting will highlight the
tremendous progress our District has made in
reducing crime, thanks to the strong partnership
between the MBID, LAPD, Melrose Action, and
the community.

We encourage all business owners, residents,
and community partners to attend, ask
questions, and take part in shaping a safer,
stronger Melrose.

MELROSE CORRIDOR CRIME UPDATE

Good news for the Melrose community — crime is down within the boundaries of the Melrose Arts
District. At our recent Crime Prevention meeting with Melrose Action, Senior Lead Officer Taoufik Nkila
reported that it's been relatively quiet along the Melrose Business Corridor. While surrounding neigh-
borhoods have seen some theft from vehicles, a few burglaries, and occasional assaults among
acquaintances, the situation is far improved from this time last year. We credit the ongoing partnership
between the MBID, Melrose Action, business and property owners, and the LAPD. Clearly, the added
support of License Plate Reader cameras is helping drive the downward trend.
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